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Local doctors and nurses change lives for Third World children

By TAMARA GRIPFL

For eigHT yeas, Carmels David
Moowood, M.D, Bas speat his vacations
working 14-hour days in South America,
performing at least six surgeries pec day,
Seven days a week

‘And Morwood woulda't want it any other

.
The plastic surgeon is a member of
v urgeons and

palates.

The medical team spent two weeks in

March, performing 100 such surgerics in
0, a city in Venczuela.

Many of the children who grow up in
Venczuela, Chile or Argentina go_their
eatire life with cleft lips—a splitin the skin
where the lips formed improperly.

“The ids have prtty much been treted
as outcasts;” Morwood said. “They grow
arr.ndlospcxknpinclm."n\cygo(oschool
and wear a bandana over their mouths””

Evey yethevolmce doclors and

Six trips to different South
e e
the surgeons ar coming, they!ll travel with
their children hundreds of miles by bus and
train.

“One kid came from literally 1,000 miles

" Morwood said.

“When the children come out of surgery
and their pareats sec them, they don't talk,
but you can see the tears dripping out of
their cyes,” said Kathleen Geisler, a nurse
and Carmel resident who has volunteered
with the Rotaplast'group for the last five
years.

Surgery by flashlight

‘The American doctors and nurses work at
the native hospitals under “pretty basic”
conditions, Morwood said. The medical
teams usually bring extra cquipment with
them to supplement the hospital's supplics.

“The last time we went to Venczucla, the
water went off twice and the power went off
twice in one day, We've had to operate liter-
ally with a flashlight” he said.

Morwood explained that the 90-minutc
cleft i surgery is like “the World Series or.
the Superbowl” 1o the surgeons.

arents bring the children to el
a terrible deformity and as they grow th
Soing  have our marks on then for the st

of their lives,” he said. “Its very delicate
work, a mix of art and science.”

Children who are born with cleftlips and
palates in the US. typically have their first
surgery as infants and then another four
operations by age 18, Morwood said.

Consequently, most Americans have
never scen a person with a cleft lip and
palate. While Venczucla and Argentina have:
skilled plastic surgeons, those countrics arc
i i s ToffAlceied
children and shortage of supplics, Morwood

said.

Over the last cight years, Rotaplast doc-
tors and nurses have done reconstructive
surgery on more than 1,000 South Americans.

Members of the medical teams are
always moved by the gratitude of the parents
and children. t’s not uncommon for the doc-
tors to encounter children as old as 12 who
have never had an operation.

In one such case, the parents were so
delighted their son had been helped that they
stayed in the clinic to help translate for the
medical team and feed the kids, Moowood.
said.

Another time, a young boy — who
reccived a bus pass and train ticket from his
local Rotary Club — missed his train con-
nection and arrived one day late.

Unfortunately, the operating schedule had
already filled up for the week.

“At the end of the week we took & vore
and asked volunteers to s 3
said. “We stayed up until 1
o that child”

Around the v+

In addition to the surg
and doctors try to educate
how cleft lips and palates
genetically and what preventative
cats can take before conceiving childcen,

Eight years after the program started —
with seed money from Rotary International
and the Buck Foundation — word bas trav-
cled around the world about the good work
the doctors and nurses are doing.

“We've gotten invitations from the
Philippines and India. We're trying to
expand the program,” Dr. Morwood said.

‘The doctors and nurses hope others will
want to give the gift that dramatically
improves children’s lives.

“When you think that after an hour and a
half of surgery they can really be living a
ol i, it just o revarding?” Geislec
said.
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